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Election Protection 

In collaboration with a 
coalition of civil rights 
organizations, including the 
NAACP and Generation Vote, 
People for the American Way 
is once again organizing an 
Election Protection program 
to help safeguard our 
fundamental right to vote. 
 

You can volunteer to be a 
“Pollworker for Democracy” in 
a local precinct near you.  
Volunteers will receive 
training on their state’s 
election laws and voter rights.  
It is crucial that the polls be 
staffed by well-trained and 
knowledgeable workers to 
insure that everyone’s vote is 
counted regardless of party 
affiliation. 
 

Volunteer to be a poll monitor 
on Election Day.  In several 
states, including Florida, 
Louisiana, Michigan, New 
Mexico, North Carolina and 
Pennsylvania,  People for the 
American Way are working 
with a coalition of civil rights 
groups like the NAACP to 
train volunteers to make sure 
that voters are aware of their 
rights and to make sure that 
instances of voter suppression 
or wrongful disenfranchise-
ment are documented. 

 

The Justice & Witness Insider 

By Sandy Sorensen 

With voter turn-out 
projected to be at record 
levels for Election Day this 
November 4th, it is more 
important than ever to take 
steps to insure that every 
vote is counted and the right 
to vote is protected.  Already 
concerns are surfacing about 
malfunctioning voting 
machines, inadequate 
staffing at polling sites, 
insufficient ballots on hand 
and attempts to deceive and 
intimidate voters. 
 

There are several ways 
that you can help: 
 

Contact Your State    
Election Officials 

Problems at the polls – from 
untrained poll workers    
giving bad instructions, to 
errors in the voter rolls, to 
outright deception or 
intimidation – could disen-
franchise thousands on 
November 4th.  Make sure 
your state is prepared!  Tell 
your state’s chief election 
official that you expect your 
state to be prepared for a 
record voter turn-out on 
Election Day.  To find your 
state’s election officials visit 
http://www.ucc.org/ourfaithourvote/
election-protection.html. 
 

Visit the Election 
Protection Hotline and 

Website 
The UCC’s Justice and 
Witness Ministries is part of a 
non-partisan coalition to 
protect voter rights convened 
by the Lawyers’ Committee 
for Civil Rights, National 
Campaign for Fair Elections.  
The campaign has set up a 
website and hotline to provide 
voter rights information and 
to track any instances of voter 
disenfranchisement, both on 
Election Day and in the weeks 
leading up to the election. 
 

www.866OURVOTE.org 
 

Volunteers with a legal 
background are needed to 
help staff the hotline and to 
provide on-site legal 
assistance at polling places. 

 

Hotline 1-866-OUR-VOTE 
 

Circulate the Election 
Protection hotline in your 
community and help to 
monitor your polling places 
for any problems. 

 
Volunteer for PFAW 
Election Protection 

Opportunities 
http://site.pfaw.org/  
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Monthly Snapshot 
The JWM Insider offers a 
monthly snapshot of what’s 
going on within Justice and 
Witness Ministries.  A num-
ber of the issues will high-
light a program ministry so 
that our readership might 
expand their knowledge of a 
particular ministry.  We hope 
that you enjoy reading this 
online circular and learning 
more about the many justice 
concerns to which we are 
called to bear witness.  May 
the grace and peace of God 
be with you always. 

that supports ministries of 
justice and compassion 
throughout the United 
States.  One-third of NIN 
funds support the Council for 
American Indian Ministry 
(CAIM). Two-thirds of the 
offering is used by the UCC's 
JWM to support a variety of 

On October 5th, 2008, Justice 
and Witness Ministries 
(JWM) invites you to help us, 
together with you, make the 
vision of a just world possible 
through your contributions to 
the Neighbors in Need (NIN) 
campaign.  NIN is a special 
mission offering of the UCC 

justice initiatives, advocacy 
efforts, and direct service 
projects.  Most UCC congre-
gations will receive the NIN 
offering on October 5, 2008 
as part of their World Com-
munion Sunday observance. 
However, some local 
churches select another date.  
For more info visit:        
http://www.ucc.org/nin/  



Care. This coalition is designed to        
advance a faith-based comprehensive 
health care reform agenda and are work-
ing collaboratively to develop an election 
’08 document that lifts up the religious 
vision of health care.  The faith commu-
nity believes that it is a moral imperative 
to transform health care so that it is:  
inclusive, accessible, affordable and    
accountable.  The document will be final-
ized by the end of September and can be 
tailored to fit most faith traditions.      
For more information, please visit 
www.faithfulreform.org or 
www.ucc.org/justice/health. 
 

PROTECTING OUR  CHILDREN – 
YES, SEX EDUCATION IN        
KINDERGARTEN                                                 
By Ann Hanson                                              
 

Our children are sexual beings at birth, 
and to deny this fact and withhold age-
appropriate sexuality information from 
them is to allow the media, their friends 
and miscellaneous playground chatter to 
become their primary sexuality educa-
tors.  Rev. Debra Haffner of the Religious 
Institute has written about this on her 
blog:  http://debrahaffner.blogspot.com 
And, more information can be found at 
www.ucc.org/justice/sexuality-education/ 

Fall Programming at FCAB 
By Hudson Barksdale 

The Franklinton Center at Bricks pulse 
is beating strongly as we prepare for  
exciting and relevant fall programming.  
 

The 7th annual African American 
Women in Ministry retreat takes place 
from October 9-11, 2008.  The theme is 
“Resting in the Storm.”  Speakers in-
clude Rev. Dr. Yvonne Delk and Rev. Dr.       
Bernice Powell-Jackson.  
 

An interfaith Sacred Conversation on 
Race for Clergy will be held on October 
13, 2008. These Sacred Conversations at 
FCAB continue to move our community 
toward wholeness.  This is the third in 
series of sessions at the Center. 
 

The Rev. Dr. Yvonne Delk fund is grow-
ing. This fund aligns with the naming of 
the Fellowship Hall in our newest build-
ing. To share in our campaigns or to 
learn more about our programs, contact 
us at the Center,  252-437-1723 or at our 
new UCC address:  FCBricks@ucc.org.   

 
 

 

Congress Passes Bill Over        
President’s veto — Medicare          
to Improve Access to Prevention, 
Mental Health Services 
 

By Barbara Baylor 
 

Congress overrode the President’s veto 
of the Medicare Improvements for 
Patients and Providers Act of 2008.  
This bill, a victory for our nation’s sen-
iors and individuals with disabilities, 
will provide improved and affordable 
preventive and mental health by secur-
ing new procedures for services, creating 
parity for mental health co-payments 
and strengthening protections for low-
income beneficiaries.  For more informa-
tion on Medicare’s new prevention and 
mental health measures, visit 
www.prevent.org or 
www.mentalhealthamerica.com. 

 

Faith Leaders working on common 
health language for Election 2008 

National ecumenical and interfaith lead-
ers have been meeting regularly to de-
velop a faith-inspired vision of health 
care. Over 50 ecumenical and interfaith 
organizations and faith leaders are 
members of Faithful Reform in Health 

One for the Win Column:                  
Congress Restores the Americans    
with Disabilities Act 
By Jessie Palatucci 

In September, civil rights advocates 
celebrated the passage of the Americans 
with Disabilities (ADA) Amendments 
Act, legislation to strengthen protection 
from workplace discrimination for peo-
ple with disabilities.  The original ADA 
bill passed in 1990 was a landmark 
piece of legislation, breaking similar 
ground to the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
for people with disabilities. 
 
Since the ADA became law in 1990, 
however, a series of restrictive court 
rulings have rolled back protections and 
limited the reach of the ADA. Court de-
cisions narrowed the definition of dis-
ability, and thereby created a “Catch 22” 
situation for those considered by em-
ployers “too disabled” to work but not 
deemed “disabled enough” to be pro-

Message on Public Education 2009 
By Jan Resseger 

Our “Justice and Witness Ministries 
Message on Public Education 2009,”  
explores two major public education 
policy questions for people of faith.  
 
• What has been lost as the No Child    
 Left Behind Act has narrowed our 
 focus to basic reading and math 
 and led us away from a focus on 
 forming each whole child?   
 

• What principles should we be us-
ing to evaluate the charter schools 
springing up in our communities? 

To view online visit: 
http://www.ucc.org/justice/public-
education/pdfs/Message-09.pdf        
For additional printed copies, contact 
Jan Resseger (216-736-3711) 
ressegerj@ucc.org. 

tected by the ADA.  The ADA Amend-
ments Act represents a move to restore 
the intent of the 1990 law. 
 
The UCC Justice and Witness Minis-
tries office joined in the efforts of an 
interfaith advocacy coalition to call for 
passage of the ADA Amendments Act, 
building on the witness of the UCC 20th 
General Synod, which calls on all set-
tings of the church to “embrace the 
spirit of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act and hold themselves morally bound 
by its provisions.” 

 OC, Inc. 2008 Media 
Violence Fast            
is taking place     

October 12-18, 2008                         
in conjunction with the                                  

“YWCA’s Week without Violence”  

ucc.org/media-violence-fast         

God is still speaking  
and so are we! 


